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PREFATORY NOTE,

4

E"“;’@»N a paper by the present writer, which was last year read before the Society of Arts in London, a promise was
ﬁ given that at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition fuller statistics of the agricultural resources and circumstances of
53 India than were then available should be furnished and illustrated by charts to be hung on the walls of the Indian
@i@ courts. The charts have been produced. But the promise has, within the last few months, found a more thorough

fulfilment than could at the time be expected in the publication by the India Office of the most complete sum-

mary of statistics concerning India yet compiled—a summary which will afford to any persons desirous of obtaining

G
o

an intimate acquaintance with facts and figures concerning India the best available information relating to that country
and its administration from the commencement of the century. The publication referred to is the 1gth number of a series of
statements annually issued by the India Office, exhibiting the “ Moral and Material Progress and Condition of India.”*
And, although its eighteen predecessors are all of value to those who are interested in the country, yet this 1g9th number,
published at the close of 1885 under the editorship of Mr. James Sutherland Cotton, is one of exceptional character and
\% worthy of taking a place among the histories of India.

The ¢ Statistical Atlas,” less complete in detail and range of subject than Mr. Cotton’s compilation, is intended only

to give a general idea, to a great extent through the agency of maps, of the character of the country, its inhabitants and

aoriculture. with the addition of such statistics as may serve to illustrate its commercial and educational progress. The
. 24 ) y prog

small scale on which the maps are drawn compels the elimination of many of the details which are to be found on the large

Exhibition charts; but inasmuch as the object in view is only to exhibit the characteristics of India in broad lights and
' shades, the absence of detail will perhaps be no disadvantage.

. The maps in the Statistical Atlas have been prepared and printed in the office of the Surveyor General of India
at Calcutta under the special supervision of Lieutenant-Colonel Waterhouse, B.s.C., and Major Strahan, R.E. The chapters
k% have been written in each case by officials who are specially conversant with the subject with which they deal, and have, with

the exception of those mentioned below, been compiled in the Secretariat offices of the Government of India. The following

’ chapters have kindly been contributed by the officers specified in each case :—

Chapter II.—Geology by Mr. H. B. Medlicott, A.M., F.R.S,, F.G.S., Director of the Geological Survey of India.

Chapter III.—Rainfall and Climate by Mr. H. F. Blanford, F.R.S., Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India.
- Chapter VII.—Forest Conservation by Mr. B. Ribbentrop, Officiating Inspector General of Forests.
| Chapter XI.—Finance and Taxation by the Hon. Mr. Justice Cunningham, Puisne Judge, Calcutta High Court.
! Chapter XII.—Public Instruction by the Hon. W. W. Hunter, LL.D,, C.S.1., C.LE., Director General of Statistics.

The 6th Chapter, on the Revenue and Rent System of India, has been reproduced verbatim from a memorandum
contributed by Mr. W. G. Pedder, Secretary in the Revenue, Statistics, and Commerce Department at the India Office, to the
Statement showing the Moral and Material Progress and Condition of India.

e ——

In addition to the maps intended to illustrate the several chapters of the Atlas, a map has been given at the end of

the volume showing the railways of India and the position of her principal mineral resources.

S

E, C. BUCK, '

Secretary to the Government of India in the Revenue and Agricultural Department ;
Commissioner for India at the Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 1886, ¢

* The work is procurable at the office of the Indian Economic Court at the Exhibition, or from the following Agents : —
Messrs. Hansarp, 33, Great Queen-street, W. C., and 32, Abingdon-street, Westminster. | Messks. Apax and CHARLEs Brack, of Edinburgh.
Messrs. EvRe and SporTiswoope, East Harding-street, Fleet-street, and Sale Office, | Messrs. ALExanpER THon and Co., or Messrs. HopGess, Ficers, and Co., of Dublin.
House of Lords.
B







CHAPTER 1.

PEYSIC A B

JPHE first thing necessary for a proper comprehension of
> the British Empire in Asia is that some correct idea

should be formed of the size and extent of it. It will be
useful therefore that in looking at the charts in this
volume a persistent comparison should be made between
the British Isles in the corner and the Indian Conti-
nent in the centre of each one of them, and that in this way some
primary conception should be acquired of the extent of the Indian
Empire. But this is not enough. For it must be remembered that,
although compared with the British Isles, the African deserts and
the Central Asian steppes are of enormous extent, yet when they
are weighed as producers of material wealth against those little
islands, their vast size does not bring down the scale. Hundreds of
square miles of sand are not equal to one square mile of wheat, nor
are innumerable acres of salt-plains worth one square yard of iron. In
order, then, to gauge the wealth-producing value of a country, it is
necessary to adopt some familiar standard of comparison other than

CONFIGURATION.

Berar, less than an Egypt in population, exceeds it in cultivated area.
So far the British provinces. We need not venture into the area of
the Native States and of the large number of Egypts which they would
absorb; but some judgment may be formed of their size by com-
paring the space which they occupy on the final map in this atlas with
that taken up on the same map by British Provinces.

Such a comparison between British Provinces and Native States
will, if carefully made in conjunction with the study of other maps in
this atlas, give rise to another conception, to which it is very desir-
able that the mind should be leEl ; namely, that different parts of India
have different values. Generally speaking, much of the territory
coloured as “Native” is far inferior to a very great part of the
territory coloured as “British ;” and just as the wastes of Central Asia
are as nothing compared with India, so the deserts of Rajputana
are as nothing compared with one little district in Eastern Bengal.

| But British possessions differ in value too, and it is extremely

that of mere area; and, as India is essentially a land of agri;:ulture, it |

seems right to take as the measuring standard some well-known
country which in cultivated area and density of population is not
unlike India. No excuse perhaps is therefore needed for repeating a
comparison which was made in the paper alluded to in the prefatory
note and for choosing as a unit of measure the agricultural section of
Egypt,—that is, Egypt Proper, exclusive of the desert and the Soudan.

Public attention has recently been drawn to that country, and the |

public is accustomed to see maps of it, and has probably formed a fairly |

correct idea of its extent. Egypt has, moreover, the advantage of
being in its agricultural population more like India than any other
country west of the Suez Canal. Taking, therefore, Egypt Proper
as a unit of measure, it may be first compared with the North-Western
Provinces exclusive of Oudh. This Indian province is, for administra-
tive purposes, marked off into five large and two small divisions, all
of which are administered under one Lieutenant-Governor by officials
called Commissioners. Now, assuming the population of Egypt to
be 5,500,000 and its cultivated area to be 5,500,000 acres, which are
approximately the figures given in Baron de Malortie’s “ Egypt” as
those of the last year of Ismail Pasha’s reign, we find that in cultivated
area four out of the five large divisions of the North-Western Provinces

[ this mountain chain.

are each equivalent to about four fifths of the Egypt unit, while the |

fifth division is an Egypt and a quarter. The statistics of population
bring out similar results. Altogether, in cultivated area and popula-
tion the North-Western Provinces are equivalent to about five Egypts.
The little province of Oudh, which, as will be seen on an examination
of the final map in this Atlas, is held like a ball in a cup by the
North-Western Provinces, is as large as an Egypt and a half. Bengal
would absorb no less than ten Egypts and the Punjab three and a half
more ; Bombay, with Sind, about the same; Madras, about eight
Egypts; the Central Provinces in population less than two, but in
cultivated area more than four, with a possible, if not probable, exten-
sion to eight Egypts. British Burma gives one Egypt, with a possible
extension to several more. Assam, of which an Egypt and a half is
cultivated now, can, it is believed, be expanded into at least four.

important to try and get hold of some general notion of what that
difference 1s, and of the causes which lead to it. To this end it is
essential that maps and charts of Indian Physical Geography should
be studied, and it may assist those who wish to adopt this course and to
begin by condescending to become students of this Statistical Atlas, if
they will permit themselves to be addressed for the moment as an
audience in a lecture-room.

In the first place then you will be asked to draw out the last map
in the series, that one which shows the various Provinces and States of
India, and to keep it while reading these pages or examining other
maps continuously in view, in order that you may acquire a distinct idea
of the name of each part of India which is under your notice at the
time. You are next asked to try and form a distinct conception of
the high and of the low land in India, undulating broken country, and
flat alluvial plain. The raised map,* of which a cast in plaster-of-
paris is shown in the Exhibition, gives a perfect idea of the system of
mountains and plains in the Indian Continent, but you, who confine your
study to this Atlas, must be satisfied with the rough picture presented in
the map at the end of this chapter.

The first thing to notice is the Himalayan range. It is not too
much to say that India owes its wealth and fertility to the existence of
The value of the Himalayas to India will be
discussed later, and all that you are for the moment asked to observe
is the position of the mountains and the curious manner in which,
standing a lofty, impenetrable wall, they protect India like a rich garden
from the bare inhospitable regions beyond ; and while you are following
with your eye the ranges as they open out from their root in Assam to
their wide-spreading branches in Western Tibet and Afghanistan, you
may take the opportunity to observe how the little valley of Kashmir

 lies like a bird’s nest between two of the upper branches of the

mountain tree.

You may next observe the continuous outpouring of great rivers
from the summit of the watershed on the Indian slope, as well as the
abstraction from Central Asia of the great rivers which are fed by
drainage on the other side. More will be said on this subject presentl;r
in connection with the rainfall and its distribution in rivers, but }'OLI

Prepared during the year preceding the Exhibition by Major Charles Strahan, R.E., of the Tmperial Survey Department.
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may notice at once how the Brahmaputra and Indus rise almost at the
same point on the Tibetan side of the Himalayas, and encircling, the
one to the right and the other to the left, the mountain shoulders of
the continent, fall on this side into the Bay of Bengal and on that
into the Arabian Sea. Returning to the Indian slope you may observe
how there are poured down in rapid succession, first the great rivers of
the Punjab, then the Jumna, next the Ganges, and finally, in stream
after stream, the great tributaries of the last-named river of history.
While your attention is thus directed you will learn what must
never be forgotten in writing, or in thinking, or in talking about India,
v25., the existence of an enormous belt of low-lying alluvial plain, which,
with its base resting on the flattened top of the Bay of Bengal, forces
itself up between the Himalayan range on the right and the highlands
of the continent on the left, till it spreads out like a fan in the desert
of the Western Punjab and Rajputana. If some convulsion of the
earth were to raise the ocean-level a few hundred feet, all this land
would be flooded, the Himalayas would, as perhaps they once were, be
cut off from the continent of India by a new Mediterranean ; the Bay
of Bengal and the Arabian Sea would meet ; and the Central Provinces,
Bombay, and Madras would be floated as an island not much bigger
than Borneo into the midst of the Indian Qcean. Now, the reason
why you are asked to acquire a vivid and permanent conception of this
geographical fact, is because a great part of the wealth of India is
concentrated on this belt of alluvial land to which your attention has
been directed. It is here that you may see unbroken continents of

wheat, of millets, and of Indian-corn, endless seas of rice and limitless |

prairies of sugarcane and indigo ; it is here that you will find the teem-
ing populations, the network of canals and railways, the seething life
of India. Down this ancient sea-bed the tide of Muhammadan inva-
sions ebbed and flowed, and up this same valley from the east the
opposing force of British influence crept hand over hand. The battles
of history were fought in the intermediate plains, until step by step
the desultory conquerors from the north were beaten back or subdued
by the stronger energies of their sea-borne foes from the west, and
peace and tranquillity were restored to the millions of raiyat cultivators,
who, while battles raged over their heads, ploughed and reaped
annual harvests on this wide-spreading belt of fertile soil. Compare

[PHYSICAL CONFIGURATION.

the first with the last map in this Atlas, and you will see how there are
embedded in this uplifted sea-valley four of the richest provinces of
India—first Bengal, then the North-Western Provinces, then Oudh
(“ The Garden of India,”) and finally the Punjab (‘“ The Wheat-field of
the Empire.”)

You must now cross the fertile sea-bed and rise step by step to the
great highland plateau of the Indian peninsula, which, diminutive as it
seems when compared with the towering masses of the Himalayas, is
still prominent when contrasted with the alluvial plain. The first step
is the Aravali range with Mount Abu rising like a pyramid to the left;
the second is the elevation known as the Vindhyan range, from which
a short stride takes you across the Narbada valley to the Satpura range,
and so to the plateau of the British territory of the Central Provinces.
From this great central highland flow towards the north, the south, the
east, and the west, four great water-systems, The northern flow,
represented by the Son river, joins the Ganges system and emerges
near Calcutta into the Bay of Bengal; the western streams are the
Narbada and Tapti, which fall into the Arabian Sea above Bombay ;
while the eastern and southern waterflows, centered respectively in the
Kistna and Godavari, find their way to the Bay of Bengal. In one
place the sources of the four systems meet almost in a point.

You have last to direct your attention to another striking feature of
the map in the western wall of mountain which rises abruptly from
the shores of the Arabian Sea and skirts the Provinces of Madras and
Bombay ; this chain is familiarly known as “ The Ghats of Western
India.” The waters which pour from the ghats descend on the eastern
side in parallel rivers and struggle through the broken undulations of
Southern India into the Bay of Bengal, the ghats themselves, as we
travel southwards, becoming higher and higher until they culminate in
a sort of dumb-bell elevation near Cape Comorin. Under their lea, to
the east of the Western Ghats, the table-land of Central India pushes
southwards its highland elevations until the little range of the Nilgiris is
reached, opposite to which it descends in nearly all its breadth into the
low-lying districts of Western Madras. It will be observed that the
level stretch of country lying at the foot of the slope is united with the
southern end of the Gangetic valley by a narrow fringe of low land,
widening occasionally into broad deltas at the mouths of the rivers.

|
I
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CHAPTER IL
GAE O 0 0y

Q)F we leave out of count the mountain regions of the Himalaya
o j on the northern frontier and of Afghanistan on the north-west

> frontier, the geology of India presents singular simplicity of a
superficial kind, in that all the rocks are easily separated into
a few great groups, as follows :—

& 6. Alluvial plains.

di? 5. Sedimentary rocks of cretaceous and tertiary ages.

'L 4. The Deccan basalt of cretaceous and lower tertiary age.
‘! 3. The Gondwana system, comprising the Indian coal-
t measures and ranging (inclusively) from the age of the
|

{

English coal-measures to that of the Portland and
el Purbeck beds of England.

age of which cannot be guessed, as it has yielded no
fossils, but which is immensely older than the Gond-
wanas.

1. The archzan or metamorphic rocks, such as gneiss and
crystalline schists with the granite often occurring in
them, and with some remnants of slaty rocks that have
partially escaped the general metamorphism.

Of this list No. 5 might be omitted in a brief sketch of India
Proper, z.e., the great peninsula that is so completely separated from
the rest of Asia by the broad Indo-Gangetic plains. Although cretaceous
and tertiary strata occur in enormous thickness to the west in Sind
and to the east in Burma, only small patches of them occur along the
coasts of the peninsula which must have been high and dry before
those countries were made. The mighty Himalaya mountains, too,
have been for the most part formed within this comparatively recent
geological time, for marine tertiary deposits are now found in some
of the highest parts of the range.

1t is only in such a list as this that mud and sand have to be
spoken of as ‘rock;’ for geologists must use some common word for the
Mud (clay) and sand
are pretty much the same all the world over, and in this respect the

materials of every formation whether hard or soft.

plains of India do not differ from the fen-country of England or any
other alluvial area.
found in Europe: one might travel from the mouths of the Ganges to
those of the Indus, a distance of nearly 2,000 miles, without coming in
sight of a hill or finding a stone. It is the climate that makes the
difference, and in this respect there are very striking contrasts in
different parts of these same plains: in the rainy regions of the lower
Ganges the vegetation is luxuriant beyond anything ever seen in
England, whereas in the plains of Upper India, in the Punjab and Raj-
putana, immense tracts are barren desert (an extreme still further
removed from English experience), though the primitive soil is the
same in both. The plains have been almost entirely made by the
great Himalayan rivers, and the process is still going on, though a
good deal modified by human interference. The great rivers mostly
flow straight away southwards from the mountains, and the main water-
way runs close to the northern edge of the peninsula, from which the
plains rise gently northwards, at first with a slope of six inches in
the mile, increasing to 10 and up to 50 feet in the mile in the gravel

deposits at the base of the hills. There are of course alluvial plains of

. The Vindhyan system, a formation peculiar to India, the |

L 4

| the Chalk and the London-clay were deposited.

variable extent along the courses of the peninsular rivers (some of
these are shown on the map) and also along the sea margin.

The great basaltic formation, called the Deccan trap, occupying
nearly a third of the peninsula towards the north-west, is the remains
of prodigious volcanic eruptiohs that took place about the time when
The volcanic cones
of that period have long since been washed away ; only traces of centres
of eruption have been observed on the western borders of the area,
whence the lava must have poured out to the eastward, or else have
come up through fissures, now represented by the great dykes of
Thin beds of water
deposits are often found between the trap-flows and they mostly contain

basalt that are common enough all over the area.

fossils, but all of fresh-water shells ; so the whole must have been then
as now well above sea-level. The flows being still in their original flat

position the features of this region take the form of plateaus and

| terraces ; though, of course, a plateau will at last wear down into a

In size of course they exceed anything to be |

pillar, of which fact there are many picturesque examples along the
scarps of the Western Ghats.

The Gondwana rock-system is mostly a great sandstone forma-
tion, such as a mason would call a freestone, with subordinate clays, and
very rarely any limestone. As indicated in the list, it represents a
great range of geological time. In one of its lowest members coal is
very generally present; and the basal group of all; below the coal-
measures, displays everywhere the most unmistakeable characters of
glacial formation. The Gondwanas lie almost exclusively in the north-
eastern quarter of the peninsula, occurring in basins that more or less
correspond with the chief river-valleys, but within their own basins they
form hills of considerable height. All the fossils found in them, except
near the sea margin, are of land or fresh-water species; so for all that
time too the peninsula was a land surface.

The Vindhyan rocks are'so distinct from the Gondwanas that the
two rarely come into contact, and it is abundantly evident that the
Vindhyans are of vastly older date, but what their age may be is still
unsettled, for they have nowhere yielded any trace of fossils, although
the strata are for the most part undisturbed and unaltered, and such
as commonly do contain organic remains. Yet in some respecté the
two are analogous: sandstone is again the prevailing rock, though of
much finer grain and much more compacted than the Gondwana
sandstone ; flaggy shales, often beautifully ripple-marked, are subordi-
nate, and limestone still more so. The Vindhyans too seem to occupy
approximately their original local basins in the primitive surface of
archzean rocks, and are probably fresh-water deposits.

Of the metamorphic or local archaan rocks there can as yet be
very little to say. Here, asin every country, they are the most difficult
to unravel, being squeezed and metamorphosed almost beyond recogni-
tion of their sedimentary origin. ‘The study of them has in the natural
course of work been left to the last, and can hardly be said to have
begun. They are made up principally of gneiss, with mica schists and
hornblende schists. The scarcity of the ordinary form of granite in-
trusion in such rocks is remarkable, but much of the gneiss is very
massive and granitoid ; it will probably prove to be a truly intrusive
rock, and therefore a granite in the geological sense of the word.

The tale of mineral products in India is soon told. It is common
to see flowery statements in books and newspapers about the boundless

C
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mineral resources of India, but these are all assumption : because there
are no mines to speak of in the country, it is believed that as in Austra-
lia and other new countries the ores have only to be looked for to be
found. It is forgotten that for long ages India has been inhabited by
a people highly skilled in the arts, including metallic wares. As a
matter of fact, coal is the only mineral they made no use of, although
in many places it crops out abundantly at the surface. It is not to be
supposed that Englishmen have been so long in India without having
a sharp look round for workable deposits, but as yet not one such has
been found that the natives had not made use of long ago; even
obscure ores of cobalt and manganese have been worked by them.
Old mines have been found in the most remote jungles, and some of
them were very extensive, superficially, for the natives could never go
deep, their only means of unwatering being by carrying the water out
in vessels; but it is pretty certain that they hit upon the best deposits
that exist. Now many of these old diggings have been examined
by experts and pronounced unworkable by modern methods. The
difference is quite clear. A gang of half a dozen native miners and
smelters can carry their whole plant (a few hammers and tongs and
a goat-skin bellows) on their backs, and by the time some of them
have prepared a few charges of charcoal, the others with the women
and children will have prepared the clay smelting-furnace and collected
enough ore. A deposit that would supply such enterprise for many
years, would not feed a modern furnace for a day. There are colla-
teral difficulties in the climate and the cost of imported skilled labour ;
but no doubt such deposits as are fit will be taken up as soon as the
conditions admit of it. There is however quite enough evidence for a
decided opinion that India is not rich in metallic minerals.

There is one conspicuous exception to this opinion. Few countries
in the world can have a more abundant supply of pure iron ores; and
in old times iron-smelting was common all over the peninsula and Indian
steel was famous. The manufacture is now well nigh extinguished
by the cheaper product of wholesale methods. In connection with the
coal-fields and with the extension of railways there is no doubt that
these methods might now be profitably started in India. Perhaps the
peculiar antiquity of the crystalline rocks of the peninsula has some
connection with the comparative rarity of metalliferous minerals other
than iron, and the habit of such as do occur to be associated with the
bedding of the schists, not in true lodes.

If we cross the Bay of Bengal to the much younger crystalline
axis of the Malay peninsula, in the Tenasserim and Martaban provinces
of Burma and passing northwards close to Mandalay, the mineral
prospects are much better. The tin ore of the Malay peninsula has
long been famous, and the same rich deposits occur in Tenasserim.
Promising deposits of lead and antimony have also been noticed in
these regions.

Of non-metalliferous minerals India has some trade in mica, and in
garnets, both as gems (carbuncle) and as a substitute for emery. True
emery (corundum) is also exported ; a very pure and massive corundum
occurs at Pipra, in Rewa. The agates and jaspers of Cambay and
Broach are well known; they are derived from the detritus of the
Deccan trap, in which these quartz minerals occur in drusy cavities.
Jade occurs largely in the Northern Himalaya and in Upper Burma,
as do rubies and sapphires. The diamonds of India maintain their
pre-eminence for purity, but the search for them is less active than it

| GEoLoGY.

used to be. They occur as pebbles in old gravel-stones of the
Vindhyan period and are mined for in this rock, though principally
found in alluvial diggings; the true mother-rock of the gem is still
unknown. The trade in borax, derived from some mineral springs
in Tibet, is still kept up. Nitre is largely collected in the plains, as
formed through organic refuse about the sites of human habitation,
ancient or modern. Immense deposits of rock-salt are extensively
worked in the Salt-range of the Punjab.

In the peninsula, coal is confined to the lower Gondwana deposits.
The supply is very great, and much of it is of excellent quality,
but the distribution is of course unequal, as the coal-bearing rocks do
not occur in southern or western India. In outer India workable coal
is only found in much newer rocks, cretaceous and tertiary. These
coal-measures are traceable throughout a great portion of the border
districts from Malay to Sind, and have often given rise to sanguine
expectations of important mineral wealth; but for the most part, and
again unfortunately on the western side, the seams have proved too
poor to reward mining enterprise, though a small attempt is now being
made to work them in the Salt-range on account of the great cost of
coal for the railways in the north-western Punjab. In the eastern pro-
vinces these newer coal-measures are more mature, and in Upper Assam
they attain an immense development, and the coal is remarkably good,
being particularly free from ash-forming impurities, which constitute
the defect of much of the Gondwana coal.

Whether petroleum is derived from animal or vegetable remains
is a point that will probably be settled by compromise; in Indiaits
occurrence in more or less proximity to the tertiary coal-measures is
perhaps suggestive of a closer connection. ‘Rangoon oil’ has long
been an article of commerce ; and recently copious springs of petroleum
have been tapped by borings in the Baranga islands and elsewhere on
the Arakan coast. There are also abundant oil-springs in or about the
coal-measures in Upper Assam. There seems even a chance that
petroleum may supplement the lack of coal on the western border :
earth-oil in small quantities has for long been extracted from the
tertiary rocks in the Punjab and the Afghan-Baluch hills, where trial
borings are now being made to test it.

Building stones are of more local interest, as the cost of carriage
prohibits their ordinary use unless in the neighbourhood of the quarries.
In the plains therefore brick is the universal building material. As a
source of lime and for road-metal the only material available in the
plains, and the one most commonly used everywhere, consists of cal-
careous lumps formed in the ground near the surface by the evaporation
of water containing lime in solution derived from the decomposition of
mineral particles in the soil. They occur locally in England and are
called “race’ (root-like) : the climatal conditions in India favour their
production very extensively. For the cities along the south margin of
the plains the Vindhyan sandstones have supplied a perfect stone, The
grand palaces and palatial mausoleums of Delhi and Agra are built of
it, in conjunction with the marbles of Rajputana. The English have
turned it to better account in the railway viaducts over the great rivers.
In the Deccan the basalt yields very durable stone, though of sombre
hue ; while in South India the granitoid gneiss is almost the only
material available, but the infinite patience and perseverance of the
Hindu workers have turned it to wonderful account in elaborately carved
temples of great beauty and massiveness.

———————
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